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SOME 


RELIGIOUS AND SERIOUS 


CONSIDERATIONS, Sc. 


— 


HERE As it hath pleaſed Almighty God, mine 

Heavenly Father, to grant and continue to me 
ſoundneſs of memory and a clear underſtanding, in a 
body much broken and weakened by the gout, which 
hath brought me ſometimes not only into a remem- 
brance of my latter end, but near to the gates of the 
grave: I thought I could no way better employ the 
faculties of body or mind, that yet remain with me, 
than in recounting the wonderful acts of the Lord, and 
in ſounding forth his praiſe, and in dealing friendly 
and freely, in matter of advice and counſel, to the ſons 
and daughters of men. 


It is then not to be expected, that this my Will 


and Teſtament ſhould contain any thing in reſpect of - 
temporal goods, or the diſpoſition of that eſtate in the 


world, that the Lord has been pleaſed to lend me, 
(neither would I be ſo underſtood) ſeeing the many 
changes that this world is ſubje& to, may cauſe me to 


make alterations in that Will: But this belonging to 
another and higher court, where God alone is judge, 


will, I hope, as to me, prove irrevocable and un- 
_ changeable, Te i 7 : 
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I had ſome time thought to have inſerted in that 
my will, as to temporal affairs, mine acknowledg- 


ments of the greatneſs and goodneſs of God, and of | 


what he hath done for my foul ; but I found it would 
then grow too bulky, and perhaps be hid in a corner: 
Whereas, what I now write may poſſibly fall into the 
hands of ſome one or other, who may be concerned 
for the increaſe of ſubricty, juſtice, and godlineſs in the 
earth, and may ſpread theie papers, where they may 
be of ſervice, when I ſhali be removed to my ever- 


laſting habitation. 


In the firſt place then, with humble and hearty 
devotion, I deſire to adore the Great GOD, and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, in and through the bleſſed ſpirit, 
which God in his goodneſs hath ſhed abroad in our 
hearts, and by which we are enabled to approach unto 
him, with broken and contrite ſpirits, which always 
was, and 1s a facrifice acceptable unto him: I hereby 
freely acknowledge, that without the help of this ſpirit, 
We know not what to pray for as we ought ; nor can we 
do any thing acceptable to God ; which hath often 
engaged me to cry to the Lord, as did David, ſaying, 
Caſt me not away from thy preſence ; neither take thy Holy 
Spirit from me. I have therefore eſteemed myſelf no 


ways obliged to obey or regard the injunctions of learn- 


ed men or ſynods of divines, as they call them, in reſ- 


pect of the worſhip of God, any farther than I have 
felt and experienced them to be the product of God's 
ſpirit: And this I have not done prelumptuouſly, or as 
thinking myſelf wiſer than thoſe that went before me; 
but, obſerving the miſtakes, contradictions, and diſ- 
putes, that even in the primitive times, to ſay, ſoon at- 
ter the apoſtles days, they fell into, as well as in ſundry 
other ages of the church; I thought myſelf no way 
obliged to follow the traditions of men, biaſſed it my 
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pe either with miſtake or prejudice, but the holy and 
undeniable dictates of the ever-bleſſed ſpirit, and what 
is the real product thereof, viz. the bleſſed writings of 
the holy and inſpired pen-men, contained in that book 
| we uſually call the BrisLe : Theſe holy writings, the 
JT precepts, prophecies and hiſtories therein contained, I 
do commend and recommend to ſuch as may live after 
me, as having had, for more than forty years, a ſenſi- 
ble benefit and advantage by them, in, and through the 
holy ſpirit, the divine _— and well- ſpring of eter- 
nal life, who, as we wait for it, will open ſcriptures to 
us,” and will illuminate our underſtandings in the uſe of 
them, that we ſhall find them profitable for inſtruction, 
correction, reproof and doctrine; and able to make wiſe 
unto ſalvation, through faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


I believe alſo, and acknowledge, that it is in and 
through the heavenly man Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord from 
heaven, the mediator betwixt God and man, that all 
the bleſſings of God are conveyed, and do come down 
upon the ſons and daughters of men; and more eſpe- 
cially thoſe great bleſſings of the viſitations of his love 
and favour, That God ſent him in the fulneſs of time, to 
taſte death for manxind ; that he was the hope and ex- 
pectation of all the holy patriarchs and prophets, be- 
fore and under the law, the life, the comfort and re- 
Joicing of their ſouls, that they ſaw his day and were 
glad of it ; they drank of that rock which followed them, 
which rock was Chriſt, And the fame Chriſt is the 
confidence and tower of defence, the author and ſup- 
port of the faith and truſt of all God's people ; the 
door of the heavenly ſheepfold, through which they 
go in and out, and find paſtures of life, where their 
love to him grows, and is increaſed in their hearts, 
through the goodneſs of God in him. 


Theſe 
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1 Theſe conſiderations I have found fruitful, as the | 
' lowly valleys: I have not found it my place, with hu- 


man wiſdom, to make enquiries into the divine nature, 
or how, or in what manner the Father and Son are 


united; I have reckoned it a work of prefumption, 
and that which the poor, vain and low underſtanding *? 


of poor mortals cannot fathom ; I have lamented the 


caſe of the church in Conftantine's days, who by the 4 


too nice and ſubtil diſtinctions of ſome men, were 


driven into heats and parties, and under pretence of 
maintaining the faith, deſtroyed charity: It is enoug 
for me that he hath ſaid it, I and my Father are one: | 
And this is my foul made ſenſible of; becauſe the fa- | 


ther hath drawn me to the ſon, and my hope and ex- 
pectation is, that the ſon will bring me to the father: 
Therefore believe, O my ſoul! and thou wilt thereby 


attain that knowiedge of God, which the vulturous 


eye cannot fee, nor ſearching wit of man can ever 
comprehend. 


I am further to acknowledge the Lord's great 
to me, in reſpect of a ſober education; an evi- 

dence cf his care over me, before I could care for 
myſelf; as alſo thoſe early convictions and reproofs I 
have found on my ſpirit, in my very infancy, which 
would ſometimes bring me on my knees in ſolitary 
places, to beg pardon of God for a day or ſome time 
miſ-ſpent, or for ſome act of tranſgreſſion I had done; 
and the Lord was near me in thoſe days, though I 


- knew him not: And although, as I grew up, I fell in 


with bad company, eſpecially in the fifteenth year of 
my age, yet the Lord left me not, but followed me 


with hisjudgments, and brought dread and fear upon 
me, and diſabled me from running with them to the 


ſame exceſs of wickedneſs; and I have ſince often 
conſidered it, as a great mercy from the Lord's hand, 
that 
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1 infirmity of body, which I believe had notwithſtanding 
by i 333 influence on my ſoul. 


p = ö 
= 
. L 
* 
2 
ai 
2. 
* 
4# 
* 
4 
4 
: 
N. 


3 
that he ſmote me at that time with much ſickneſs, and 


1 muſt alſo commemorate the Lord's call, which I 
don after met with, which at once broke me off from 
all my former companions and ſocieties, and made me 
willing to ſuffer reproaches for Chriſt's fake ; and al- 
though the oppoſition of the adverſary, both within 
and without, was great in thoſe days, and his inroads 
terrible at ſometimes, yet the ſpirit of the Lord lifted 
up a ſtandgrd againſt him, and I had ſometimes quiet- 
neſs and a peaceable habitation ; and all along the 
Lord ſuſtained me, as alſo under many doubts and 
fears, and perplexities of mind, he kept me from ut- 
terly fainting, and cauſed all to work together for good 
to me in the end: Time might fail to write of the 
many grievous exerciſes I have undergone, and of the 
delivering hand of God's power, which as of old hath 
made the waters of Marah ſweet, and hath taken my 
feet, as out of the mire and out of the clay, and ſet them 
upon the rock: And now I deſire to wait upon him, that 


be may for ever eſtabliſh my goings. 


And, deareſt Father, I take this opportunity to bow 
before thee, in humble praiſes for thy great love and 
favour towards me, a poor deſpicable worm: 1 did 


not firſt love thee, but I loved vanity and folly, and 


divers luſts and paſſions; but thou, O Lord! haſt 
loved me, and haſt manifeſted it in the deax ſon of thy 
love; and thou haſt given me the evidence of it, in 
viſiting, preſerving, renewing, and comfortinne ;1 
beg the continuation of thy favour and goodn 


ſervice of thee, that thy ſervice may not be unto 
4 matter of conſtraint, but it may be as meat and ink 


undo 


- 


that thou may'ſt ſanctify my few remaining days J- : 
as 
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. unto me to do thy will. Thy temporal mercies for a 


pretty long courſe of life have been abundant towards 


me, that I muſt ſay with Jacob, They are more than I © 
am worthy F; for all which I deſire to render to thee 


adoration and praiſe, and to ſing the ſong of Moſes, 
and the ſong of the Lamb, ſaying, Great and marvellous 


are thy works, Lord God Almighty ! Juſt and true are thy 
ways, thou King of Saints] Into thy hands I commit and 
commend my ſpirit, not truſting in any merits of mine 
own; for I have merited nothing of myſelf; but on 
thy abundant love and mercy, in thy bleſſed Son our 
Lord, I place my whole confidence and truſt, now 


and for ever. Amen. 


To my dear Wife and Children. 


Earneſtly recommend the fear of the Lord, and a 


lents, and the grace beſtowed upon you: Place not 


your happineſs in the pleaſures, or treaſures, or grandeur 


of this fading world, but in the enjoyment of the light 
of God's countenance, which you will find to be a 
fountain of comfort, an heavenly treaſure, that neither 


moth nor ruſt can corrupt, nor thieves break through nor 
Heal. All your care, labour, and endeavours cannot 
certainly ſecure unto you health, or wealth, or eſteem 
in the world ; theſe things lie in the diſpoſing of pro- 
vidence, and in ſome reſpects in the power o _— 

ut 
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diligent watchfulneſs of ſpirit, that you may uſe 
the time given you to an improvement of your ta- 
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of truth and juſtice, holineſs and humility, g 

and peace, in ſome ſort in cur power, and in thoſe 
ſuper-excellent treaſures we may improve ourſelves, 
| without the fraud, or violence, or envyings, or grudg- 
ings, of any who live near us. | 


And although I deſire you may in the firſt place 


ſeck God's kingdom, yet in his fear, and a holy ſub- 


miſſion to his will, you may be diligent in your buſi- 
neſs, and the concerns that lie under your care: And 
as I would not have you give way to immoderate ſor- 
rows, if your health, or trade, or riches, or other 
comfortable enjoyments be taken from you, but bleſs 
God for the continuance of his preſence and love to 
you, yet you may uſe ſuch ways and means, for the 
keeping and preſervation of any of theſe enjoyments, 
as, in the wiſdom of God, you ſhall find expedient ; 
and whether he gives or takes away, you may bleſs his 
holy name. The apoſtle, when he recommended to 
one of the churches, To be fervent in ſpirit ; he ſays alſo, 
Not flothful in buſineſs ; and yet when the Lord calls 
you to ſerve him, then leave all for his ſervice, who 
will be far more than all elſe unto your ſouls. 


It's poſſible, that had I fought after this world, with 
the earneſtneſs that ſome of my contemporaries have 
done, I might leave you a greater portion of it ; but I 
may ſay with Phocion, an old general of the Athenians, 
If you prove good, I may leave you enough, if otherwiſe, too 
much : However, I hope it will hold in the wearing, 
as not being got by fraud or oppreſſion, but by the 
bleſſing of God upon a moderate induſtry, and a ſober 
and temperate management. 


B You 


C.J 


-.* You that are grown up, have ſeen the manner of my 
lle amongſt you, which hath been attended with great 
degrees of quietneſs and peace, both in my family, 
and abroad ; and as my converſation hath been coupled 
with ſobriety, and juſtice, and meekneſs, and modeſty, 
and the holy fear of God, and a waiting upon him, I 
recommend unto you the example of my life ; if I 
have at any time deviated from thoſe ways, I would 
not that you follow me therein ; but, I hope, through 
the grace of God, I may fay (though nothing of my- 
ſelf) my life may in theſe reſpects be ſomewhat exem- 
' plary to you, who have ſeen more of it poſſibly than 
all the world beſides. 


I further recommend to you the practice of charity, 
to ſuch as are under neceſſities, according as God 
yi ſhall bleſs you, remembring, that where much is given, 

% much is required, and the widow's two mites are accept- 
ſ ed with the Lord, equally with, or beyond hecatombs, 
being given with a good heart; its a virtue that gives 

a preſent ſatisfaction, as well as future reward; the 
| liberal and compaſſionate ſoul finds that ſweetneſs and 
lt comfort, in pious and charitable diſtributions, that it's 
only ſorry that it cannot do more; the Lord knows 
| - how far I have perform'd my duty in this particular, 


but I have not been without jealouſy at ſome times, 
that ſceing the Lord hath been in this caſe liberal to 
me, beyond what I could once have aſked, whether! 


have been proportionably liberal to thcſe who have 
been in want. 


I would not have you buſy yourſelves much with 
* the affairs of others, unleſs on the ſcore of doing them 
gocd, or making peace; and be careful to ſhun tale- 
” bearers, and buſy-bodies, and thoſe who are inclined 
to tattle of their neighbours ; the meddling with ſuch, 
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is like the taking coals in a man's boſom, and the 
avoiding them, and their diſcourſes, a way to live 

peaceably and quietly, which is a bleſſing worthy to be 

prized. 


I have ſundry other particulars to recommend, that 
may poſſibly be of benefit to you in the conduct of 
your lives, when I may be taken from you ; and I hope 
God will give me opportunity to communicate them 
to you, either by word or writing ; but in ſhort, avoid 
idleneſs, as that which breeds diſeaſes both in body and 
mind, makes people reſtleſs and uneaſy to themſelves ; 
and pride, which makes them ſo to others; and ab- 
hor all impurity in thought, word, and deed ; reſiſt 
the very beginnings of temptations, and ſhun the place 
where any breach of modeſty, and good manners, do 
— 


My prayer for you is, That God may guide you by 
his counſel, and in the end bring you to glory ; to this 
purpoſe, attend diligently to the dictates of his good 
ſpirit, which you may hear within you; for Chriſt faith, 
He that dwelleth with you, ſhall be in you; and as you 
hear and obey him, will conduct you through this 
troubleſome world, in ways of truth and righteouſneſs, 
and land you at laſt in the habitations of everlaſting 
| A the Lord, to praiſe him for ever 

ever, | 


To 


To my Friends, and thoſe amongst whom I hbave ſometimes 
laboured in the miniſtry, according to the gift be- 
ſtowed upon me. 


Do with good conſcience profeſs and declare, that I 
have therein acted faithfully, without prejudice or 
partiality ; and if my doctrine hath at any time ſeemed 
ſharp or ſevere, it was by me levelled againſt the tranſ- 
greſſions, and not againſt the perſon of any; and my 
love and tenderneſs hath flown forth and abounded 
towards the poor in ſpirit, the holy mourners, and 
fuch as hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs ; and it's 
a comfort to me that I have in this caſe ſet the Lord 
before mine eyes, that I might miniſter according to 
the ability he beſtowed upon me; and though the im- 
pulſe on my mind hath been ſometimes more fervent 
than other, yet have I deſired not to open my mouth 
without him, and ſome good degrees of faith and holy 
perſuaſion that he was with me, deſiring to diſc 
my duty in faithfulneſs, during the day that the Lord 
mercifully affords me, that I may be able to ſay at 
laſt, Tam clear of the blood of all men; and that I have, 
as opportunity hath been afforded, not ceaſed to de- 
clare unto you the counſel and will of God. | 


In which, as you well know, ] have „ 
to avoid vain diſputings and controverted notions, too 


much followed by ſome critical heads, bur have ſtu 
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ed rather the plain Path-way of Holineſs, and that 
Practical Religion in which moſt of the different Sects, 
f thoſe called Chriſtians, ſeem to agree: I have con- 
I dered honeſt Peter, that bold Diſciple of our great 
Maſter, who had not followed cunningly deviſed Fa- 
Þles, when he preached the Goſpel, but was an Eye- 
Witneſs of the Glory of Chriſt, and ſo ſpake forth what 
%, and taſted, and handled, of the Word of Life : 
nd had the many Preachers of this Nation followed 
is Rule, and ſpoken only what they had ſeen, felt 
Ind taſted of, I ſuppoſe there had been much leſs, 
Put much better preaching ; but of this enough, for 
WW defire rather to be a cenſor of my own, than of the 
Actions of others. 
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The ſame apoſtle alſo thought it his duty, while 
me laſted, to ſtir up his people to holineſs, and to 

irtue ; and not only fo, but uſed his endeavours, that 
after his deceaſe, they might have thoſe things in re- 
embrance : I alſo, in my little meaſure, recommend 
vſe things to you, which I think expedient and ne- 
eſſary for your growth in grace, and promotion in 
e ways of godlineſs, that you may obtain that incor- 
ruptible inheritance that will never fade away. 


I have obſerved ſome who have, on their entrance 
to the ways of religion, been fervent and zealous, 
and greatly affected therewith, like thoſe who followed 
Lord into the wilderneſs, ſpoken of in the ſecond of 
eremiab, and in proceſs of time they have abated in 
their love and carefulneſs, and zeal, and have at laſt fat 
own in an empty dry form, and a profeſſion without 
te, ſatisfying themſelves that they are accounted or 
reckoned amongſt the number of true profeſſors, with- 
ut labouring to be acquainted with the root of life in 
themſelves ; and ſo come to meetings and places of 
religious 
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darkened their ſpirits to that degree, that they have 
loft the very ſenſe and ſavour of that ſweetneſs their 
ſouls once had in approaching to God ; and ſome have 
ſo frequently and ſo long ſuffered their affections and 
the bent of their ſpirits, to dwell on theſe temporal 
delights, and cares, until they have loſt the very appe- 
tite and deſire after a near familiarity with the Lord, 
and by that means have gradually grown weak and 
infirm, as to the inward man, that in proceſs of time 
the very ſeed, God once ſowed in them, comes to be 
choaked by the briars and thorns that ſpring up with 
it: This is a diſmal ſtate, and fuch muſt, in the great 
day, render unto him a dreadful account, when we 
ſhall ſee plainly, That 'twill profit a man nothing to have 
gained the whole world, and to loſe his own ſoul. | 


; We have been invited, my friends, to a ſpiritual - 
banquet, The bride ſaith, Come ; and the ſpirit ſaith, 
Come ; and thoſe that will, let them come, and partake of the 
waters of life freely : Chriſt ſtands at the door and 
knocks, why ſhould any of us reje& or negle& his 
loving invitations, by ſettling our affections on thi 
that are on the earth ? But as a people riſen with him, 
Let us ſeek thoſe things that are above, where he ſits at 
God's right hand. 


Caſt off therefore every weight, all immoderate deſires 
and affections to riches, honours, pleaſures, or vain 
glory ; be content with the diſtribution of God's hand 
in the way of his providence, without extending and 
reaching forth both thy body and mind, as Ton 
thought ſt thou could'ſt never obtain enough of this 
tading earth, before thy mouth be filled therewith ; 
conſider the end of thoſe unlimitted appetites and de- 
fires; there is moſtly ambition in the caſe, that, hav- 
ing gotten this world's riches, we may obtain its ho- 
nour, and that our families after us may live ſplendidly, 

and 
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and in reputation, and all this is but vain glory: For 
I have in my time ſeen children have been much hurt 
every way, both as to this world, and as to that to 
come, by the ſuper-abundance left them by their pa- 


rents. 


Whereas truth and religion, and the fear of God, 
they are the portion of Jacob, a never-failing inheritance ; 
where the bleſſing of God abides on them, and he 
provides for them, comforting their ſouls, and keeping 
them in contentedneſs, and a holy ſubmiſſion to his « 
divine will, who hath promiſed, That they who fear bim 
ſhall not want any thing that is good * It was an excellent 
prayer of Agur, Give me neither poverty nor riches, feed 


me with food convenient for me. 


And thoſe, on whom the Lord hath in his providence 
beſtowed greater plenty, I am to charge, as the apoſtle | 


directs, Not to be high-minded ; nor to truſt in thoſe 


uncertain enjoyments, but in that GOD, who gives us 
all things richly to enjoy, that they love and cheriſh an 
humble mind, and a charitable diſpoſition, that they may ? 
make their riches ſubſervient to truth and religion: 
Thoſe will not uſe it ſo much to adorn themſelves, nor 
to creep by little and little (not from one degree of grace 


anto another, but) from one degree of pride to ano- 


ther, until a haughty mind hath taken poſſeſſion of 
them; but in their increaſe and abundance will ac- 
knowledge God's goodneſs, and their own mean ori- 
ginal, as Jacob did, reflecting on their own unworthi- 


neſs, and the great mercy of God toward them, they 


will magnify him, who is worthy, and will bleſs his | 


name for ever. 


To thoſe who are educated amongst us, and on that ſcore 
do attend our Meetings. 


Recommend that they may be diligent in waiting 
upon God, and in ſeeking after that living virtue, 
that, through the heavenly mediator Chriſt Jeſus, is 
conveyed to the foul, and not fit in an empty form, 
unacquainted with the fprings of love, and life of truth: 
This was the fault of the children of Jrael; God had 
been with their fathers, and left many bleſſed teſtimo- 
nies and memorials of his love: T had Beth-el, 
where God appeared unto Jacob, and Gilgal, where the 
ſtones were laid which they took out of the bottom of 
Jordan, and their children did at certain times afſem- 
ble there; but for want of an affectionate ſeeking the 
Lord, they loſt the ſenſe of his love, which occaſioned 
the prophet to call on them, Seek the Lord and you ſhall 
live, ſeek not Beth-el, nor go up to Gilgal. I would have 
you fay, on a better bottom than Dathan and Abiram 
did to Moſes, Hath the Lord ſpoken only to our fa- 
thers ? Doth he not likewiſe ſpeak unto us? May not 
we, if we be diligent and attentive, hear his inward 
voice and follow him, and thus be made witneſſes of 
his wonderful works, as well as they who went before 
us? Such receive the knowledge of the truth, not 
only traditionally, but in time come to know the power 
of that life which is endleſs; and thoſe are thereby 
enabled to hold truth, . with it in time of 2 
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and exerciſe, as well as when they are ſurrounded wick ü 


peace and proſperity. I will keep them, ſaid the ſpirit 
of the Lord, in the hour of temptation, which ſhall come 
to try thoſe who dwell upon the earth. 


Remember, I pray you, That the fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wiſdom ; and think upon the great bleſ- 
ſings of thoſe who are kept in it, that it may always 
dwell upon your ſpirits, in your buying, and ſelling, 
and eating, and drinking, and in whatever you are 


concerned about; then your affociates and acquaint- 


ance, and ſuch as converſe with you, may ſee your 
ſincerity and uprightneſs, that as you can defraud no 
man, or over-reach no man, neither can you mingle in 
their exceſſes of drinking, or talking, and joking, but 
you will have the mark and character of truth upon 
you, a converſation coupled with God's fear ; and thus 
Foſeph and Daniel, and others were preſerved, and ob- 
rained an honourable eſteem in the of God. 


And then in all your meetings you will wait for 
the divine bleſſing, and the heart-tend 
God that made you, and prepares your 


great price with the Lord, and you will not truſt to, 
nor depend upon a bare education, but according to 
the advice of the evangelical prophet, you will look 
unto Abrabam your father, and Sarab that bore you, 
to faithful parents and elders; and above all, unto 
Chriſt who redeemed you, whereby you will live in 


tellowſhip with the church and people of God, while 


you abide in this world, and will obtain an ever 
habitation of life and peace with the faithful when you 


go out of it. 


And 
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facrifices, even 
that of a broken heart, and contrite ſpirit, which is of 
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And to thoſe who are growing towards a ſtate of 
manhood, I leave this counſel : Take diligent heed 
= what company you aſſociate with and frequent, for the 
* temptations of ſociety inſinuate themſelves very eaſily, 
I might ſay, almoſt indiſcernibly, and indeed ſo they 
do, to thoſe who have not the eye of faith kept open 
and watchful, that they may be guarded from the ap- 
proaches of the adverſary, on what ſide ſoever he 
comes: But as you are honeſt-hearted, and thus heed- 
ful to your ways, you will keep on armour of righteouſ- 
neſs, both on the right hand, and on the left, that nei- 
ther the threatening nor perſecutions, nor friendſhips, 
nor flatteries of the world, that hes in wickedneſs, 
ſhall be ever able to pervert you. 


And I do further recommend to you, to be careful 
that you follow not the - vanities of the age in pride 
and oſtentation; keep plain in your habits and houſes : 
Some have thought to recommend themſelves by their 
niceneſs of dreſs, &c, and their approaches therein to 
the faſhions of the world, and have thereby loſt efteem 
every way, for the world would not own them, and 
thoſe who kept ſtrictly to truth could hardly own them, 
until it's highly probable they have been lighted by 
both. Remember the luſts of the fleſh, luſts of the 
eye, and pride of life, are not of the father, but of 
this world, and that the friendſhip of this world is 
enmity with God, 


To 


To thoſe who give way to their inordinate defires and car- 4 7 
nal appetites, to the reproach of themſelves, and the 


profeſſion they make of religion. 


T Have this to leave; Friends, it's but a little time, 
and time to us will come to an end, and then fad 


will be thine eſtate, who like Eſa haſt been ſelling thy 


birth-right for a meſs of portage, and afterwards ſought 
a place of repentance with tears, yet could not find it: 
This is the condition of all, who give up their affec- 
tions and wills to the obedience of any thing againſt 
the will of God ; the judgments of God will take hold 
on them, and the ſooner you bow thereto, the better 
will it be with you ; for although you may rejoice in 
your iniquity for a ſeaſon, the eye of the Lord looketh 
on you, and be aſſured that a ftrange puniſhment will 
overtake the workers of iniquity ; and although they 
may act their ſins in ſecret, they will be diſcovered on 
the houſe-top. 


For ſome there are who may hide their fins from 
the view of man, while others are more ſcandalous, 
making themſelves a bye-word and a reproach : Theſe 
latter may indeed give more advantage to the pro- 
phane, and the wicked to blaſpheme the truth, and to 
ſpeak evil of the way of godlineſs, yet if thoſe take 
e and confuſion to themſelves, and become truly 
humbled, and deeply penitent before the Lord, they 
may 


T 
ea 
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may poſſibly be ſooner recovered, and reſtored to ſome 
degrees of mercy, than thoſe miſerable wretches, who 


on in tranſgreſſing and rebelling againſt God's good 
pirit, and if they can bur hide from the view of man, 


: , they regar d not the all-piercing eye of the Almighty, 


and fo hiding their iniquity in their boſoms, loſe the 
benefit they might obtain by a public ſhame, which 1 


believe may have been a means for the recovery of 
ſome to a ſenſe of their condition, 

But it's ſure, all looſe livers have been, and are, a 
trouble to the church; I have, ſaid the apoſtle, told 
you of them often, and now tell you, even weeping, they are 
enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, whoſe Gad is their belly: 
They glory in their ſhame, and their minds are in 
earthly things, and their end will be deſtruction, unleſs 
they unfeignedly repent. 


Theſe are ſpots in our feaſts of charity, but I have 
this fatisfaftion, that as the Lord hath made way for 
it, I have dealt plainly with them, and leave behind 
me this caution for their peruſal. I have indeed ſome- 
times queſtioned whether my behaviour hath been al- 
ways attended with that ſeverity that hath ſeemed need- 
ful towards them ; but becauſe ſome, who have been 
prevailed on and carried away, are not, I hope, totally 


dead in fans, I would, if poſſible, a little fweeten ſuch, 


and not by an abſolute ſtrangeneſs ſet their minds 
againſt me, and the doctrine I might ſometimes deli- 
ver, in relation to their condition, thinking it my duty 
to endeavour their reſtoration in a ſpirit of meekneſs, 
conſidering myſelf, leſt I alſo might be tempted. 


I would not have any who would ſeem zealous for 
reformation, and preſs things hardly upon others, to 
| give 


? e 
| give to themſelves as large a latitude, it may be ano- 3 
ther way; for though intemperance and drunkenneſs i 
4 are really contrarieties to the pure religion, as alſo 
| pride in apparel, Sc. yet ſo alſo is all fraud, crafty and 
equivocating ſpeeches, and double-dealing in trade and 
buſineſs, and all exceſſive cares and worldly minded- F 
neſs, that I would have none, whilſt tliey inveigh againſt 
pride, in houſe and habit, to retain it in their own i 
hearts, nor to run into covetouſneſs, or, whilſt they 
exclaim againſt exceſs, to let ambition ſway their ſouls, 
but equally ſhun all appearance of evil, and to hate 
the garment ſpotted with the fleſh ; for though ſome 
fins may be more ſcandalous in the eye of men, by 
reaſon of an infamous character fixed upon them, other 
ſins may be equally as, or more, dangerous, whilſt the 
iniquity 15 hid in the boſom, as before hinted. 3 


I know the upright cannot juſtify either of thoſe, but 
carry judgment againſt them all, in their lives and 
geſtures as well as words: I do therefore tenderly ad- 
viſe all, as well the proud Phariſee, as the prophane 
Publican, to break off their ſins by repentance, and, 
like the prodigal ſon, to return to the father's houſe, ? 
otherwiſe their profeſſion will but aggravate their ac- 3 
count, in the day when they muſt appear before the 
judgment-ſeat Chriſt, where an innocent life, and a 
clear conſcience, will plead more for us than the great- 
neſs of Alexander, or all the treaſures of Egypt. 3 
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J the poor in ſpirit, and thoſe who hunger and thirſt after 
x righteouſneſs. 


OU are babes of the birth immortal, in whom 
Chriſt lives, and your treaſure is in heaven, al- 
though in this world you may be in heavineſs through 
manifold temptations ; it's the way your fore-fathers 
and predeceſſors entered into the kingdom of God. 


Therefore be not diſcouraged, nor faint in your 
minds, the day of your deliverance draweth nigh ; 
Chriſt your fore-runner is gone before, to p 


repare 4 
place for you ; although you may have had the lot of 
Lazarus here, you'll obtain the well-ſpring of life 
hereafter ; it's dangerous to have all our good things 
in this life, and we cannot be heirs of two kingdoms : 
Moſt people loſe themſelves in a kind of ſtupidity and 
carnal eaſe, and while they are cumbred about many 
things, neglect the one thing needful, the better part, 
that cannot be taken away. Bleſſed are you that mourn, 
faith our Lord, you ſhall be comforted : There are a 
multitude of promiſes to this ſtate, throughout the 
holy ſcriptures, to the humble, the poor, the contrite 
in heart ; the Lord will dwell in them, he will walk 
in them, he will revive the ſpirits of the humble, and 
the hearts of his bowed-down children. | 


And indeed it's needful, thoſe lowly-mindedchri/tians 
ſhould meet with the ſupports of God's ſpirit, and the 
| bleſſed 


(- i -} 


bleſſed promiſes of the goſpel, who otherwiſe might 
be apt to be ſwallowed up with over-much forrow ; i 
the enemy, who is as cunning a ſerpent as ever, when 
he can no longer exalt or puff up the creature, he la- 


bours then on the other hand to deſtroy our hope, and 


to caſt down our confidence; and to perſuade us there 


is no help for us in God; infomuch, as many have 


been apt, with Sion of old, to ſay, The Lord hath fer- 
gotten, my God hath forſaken me: This condition ſeems } 


deſolate, and here the enemy makes uſe of his fiery 


darts; you would do well at ſuch a ſeaſon to remem- 3 
ber, that though a mother may forget her child, God 
will not forget you; you are graven upon the palms 


of his hands, and your ſtate is very much regarded by 
him. Did poor fouls but ſee how much the Lord 
loves them, even in this dejected condition, and how 3 
he is hereby bringing down pride, and teaching them 
humility, and exhalting the bleſſed government of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they would hope more, and fear 
leſs, and ſay with one of old, 7's the Lord, let him d 


whatever be ſees fit. 


By thoſe paths. God hath brought, and is bringing 
many to a peaceable habitation, and a quiet reſting 
place, where they are devoted to his divine will, whe- 
ther they enjoy plenty or ſuffer want, whether fickneſs 3 
or health, whether life or death; and will, with re- 3 
figned ſpirits, ſay to him, Thy will be done in earth as it 


is in heaven. 


It's but a little while, and as you perſiſt in the holy Z 
faith, your croſſes will be turned into crowns, your 
hungring into enjoyments, your poverty to durable 
riches, and your mourning into rejoicings before the 


throne of God, and the Lamb, and that for ever and 
| ever: 


4 


1 
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one And I therefore leave this counſel with you ; 
caſt not away your confidence, which hath a great re- 
compence of reward. 8 


SSS 


To you who are as elders and overſeers in the church, and 
amongst the people of God. 


Y dear love ſalutes you, eſpecially thoſe who 
rule well, whom I count worthy of double ho- 


nour ; I know the growth of many of you is much be- 
yond mine, and I had more need to take counſel from, 
than give it to ſuch; yet, as being about to leave you, 
I would leave ſome token of my love with you, which, 
I hope, will not be unacceptable to thoſe who know 
from whence it ſprings. 


I ſhall begin with ſomewhat of the advice of a wor- 
thy apoſtle ; the elders that are amongſt you I exhort; 
feed the flock of God freely, willingly, not as Lords 
over God's heritage, but be examples to the 
flock, then when the chief ſhepherd appears, you will 
receive a crown of glory: You had need ſet this crown 
always in your view, that in faith and hope you may 
labour in the Lord's work, and wait on him, from 
whom heavenly wiſdom and counſel comes, and aſk 
it of him, who gives liberally to ſuch, and upbraideth 


none. , 


For as one obſerved of old, wiſdom is a grey head 
unto men, and an unſpotted life is old age, and true 
D elderſhip 
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hope, my friends, fathers, and brethren, who as elders 


, 


1 


elderſhip is that which is not meaſured by length of 
we muſt allow, that fuch as have 
long walked in the ways of holineſs, grow in know- * 
ledge, and in experience beyond novices, and may be 
more acquainted with the ſubtilty of the adverſary, and 

may have a further ſight of the depths of Satan; yet 
the right qualification is, the pouring forth of the ſpi- 
rit: This fitted for the work of the miniſtry, and this 


years barely, although 


prepares people ſtill for overſeers, and elders, that they 


may rule well in the houſe of God ; and when the Lord 

took of the ſpirit that was upon Moſes, and placed it 
on the elders, they were thereby enabled to judge the 
_— people, when they paſſed through the wilder- 


But let it be remembred, they were men fearing 2 
God, and hating covetouſneſs : Theſe excellent qua- 
lifications dwelt on ſuch perſons, whom the Lord thus 
concerned in his church; it hath been an error of ſome | 
profeſſors of chriſtianity, to chuſe their elders and | 
biſhops, by reaſon of ſome natural or accidental ad- 
vantages, which hath proved a great detriment to re- 
ligion ; ſome, it may be, have been choſen for their 
learning, and repu- 
tation of knowledge, ſome for their quick hs T6 3 
volubility of expreſſion ; it is not ſo amo 4 


eſtates, or families, ſome for their 


ngſt us, though 
ſome of thoſe things may be ſerviceable in their places, 


being kept in ſubjection to the fear of God; but, I 


and overſeers are exerciſed in the affairs of the church, 
will r regard their being endued with the 
aforeſaid qualifications of the ſpirit, living in the fear 
of God, and hating covetou pride, and every evil 


way. 


It's 
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It's a great advantage and ornament to ſuch to be 
of peaceable ſpirits ; wiſdom that comes from above, 
is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, &c. Theſe will 


| J | endeavour to heal the breaches of the daughter of Sion, 


and will be far from promoting parties and factions; 
the wiſdom aforeſaid is without partiality, as well as 
without hypocriſy: It was a ſevere rebuke that the 
Lord's ſervant gave the Jews, when he ſaid, Their 
prophets were foxes, they did not make up the hedge for 
the houſe of Iſrael, nor ſtand in the breach; whereas 
thoſe, whom the Lord qualifies and appoints for that 
ſervice, they ſtudy peace, and reconciliation, and the 
removing diſcords and diviſions on what account ſo- 
ever, and obtain that great bleſſing to be called chil- 
dren of God. | 


Yet it's not deſigned hereby to quench the ſpirit, 
and to jumble profeſſors together, and under a pretence 


of maintaining peace, to let fall our teſtimony againſt 
ſſio 
fai 


main 
ewe n; but we muſt deal plainly, and judge 
ithfully, and paſs condemnation too on the filthy and 
fraudulent, the proud and wanton, and all workers of 
iniquity, that they may be noted not to have fellow- 
ſhip with them, as directed by the Lord, eſpeci 
when they'll not hear the church, and yet he was m 
and low in heart, and propoſed himſelf a pattern to us 
therein, as a means to find reſt unto our ſouls. | 


Dear Friends, whether concerned in doctrine or diſ- 
cipline, let your eye be to the Lord, the great fountain 
wiſdom, that being endued by him, you may ſpeak as 
the oracles of Gad ; or if any man miniſter,” be may ds it 
es of the ability God giveth, that be in all things may be 


glorified through Jeſus Chriſt : And this will bring down 


the mind, where {elf ſhall be of no reputation, but you 
D 2 ſhall 


inwardly, and by the — of his 
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ſhall think it honour enough to be ſincerely concerned 
in the labour of the truth, and in the ſervice of God, 
and his church, who will then be your ſhield, and your 
exceeding great reward. 


E oO 


Ta the WORLD i general. 


HIS I have obſerved, in a pretty long cour feof 
time, there hath been a great defect amongſt 
mankind in ſeeking after the kingdom of heaven; 
there hath been much earneſtneſs and paſſion in ſeek- 
ing riches, honours, and pleaſures, according to their 


2 prevailing inclinations; but we may almoſt 8 
complain with the prophet, None ſaith, Where is the | 


Lord? Jer. ii. 6.8. 
This hath been cauſe of lamentation and forrow to 


the upright, that notwithſtanding God's call is unto | 


people, and he is inviting them by his e and ſpirit 
ervants ſound- 
ed in their ears, yet moſt people ſeem as it were 


deaf to all theſe invitations, and altogether unconcern- Þ 
ed thereat, like thoſe in the parable, who made exeuſes 3 
when they were invited to the Lord's ſupper, one went 
to his farm, another to his merchandize, yet, it may 
be, people read or hear daily or weekly what befel 


757 en ones, but little conſider it's their own 
I 


ould be glad to be made an inſtrument to | 


Sen any of hel: who ate thus aſleep in a carnal 
ſecurity ; 
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ſecurity ; ſome can honeſtly, with the apoſtle, fay, 7's 
not any man's ſilver, or gold, or apparel, they have ſought 
after, but the good of the ſouls of the children of men. 
We muſt indeed acknowledge, ſome have taken 
upon them to be inſtructors and teachers of ſpiritual 
things for baſe and low ends, as are all covetous and 
ambitious deſigns ; ſome would get into the prieſt's 
office to obtain a morſel of bread ; and ſome under- 
took to prophecy, when the Lord did not fend them, 
but theſe did not profie the people at all: Neither are 
you like to obtain any religious or ſpiritual advantage, 
by ſuch as ſeek themſelves, their own honour or inte- 
reſt, more than our bleſſed Lord Chrift Jeſus, who, 
tho” he fits at the right hand of the Father, yet he is 
near to you, viſiting your ſouls by his ſpirit and grace, 
he is inwardly calling on you, to turn from every evil 
way, unto the great God that formed you; fo that, as 
the apoſtle told the Athenians, Acts xvii. 27. You may 
feel after him, and find him, for he is not far from every 
one of you ; and he ſpeaks unto us by his bleſſed Son, 
the mediator, and we through him make known our 
wants unto our heavenly Father. 


I do therefore leave this as counſel to thoſe who may 
live after me, Not to deſpiſe or neglect bis inſpeaking voice, 
which too many have done to their eternal ruin: He, 
that ſhall not bearken to this prophet, ſaid Moſes, ſhall be 
cut off from the people of God : His word is quick and 
a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. If people were a little more ſedulous to inſpe&t 
what is in themſelves, and the ſecret convictions of 
God's fpirit, they would then be better acquainted with 
the voice of Chriſt ſpeaking to them ; they will own 
and allow, that the devil (and he is a ſpirit too, and a 


WI 
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wicked one) tempts them, he moves and incites them 
to all iniquity ; infomuch, as when a malefactor is ar- 
raigned, they ſay in his indi&tment, «© That being mov- 
« ed of the devil, he did ſuch a wicked act; here 
they allow, that the evil ſpirit calls on people that Fon! 
moves inwardly: Why ſhould not you likewiſe believe, Moy 
that the ſpirit of God moves Cel It would be in- e 
deed a miſerable wicked world, worſe than it yet is, Mb 
(though it be too too bad already) if the great God 
hed bi he weckwmendiip of bis hond, the moſt noble Wm 
part of it, at leaſt here below, open to all the inva- BR, 
fions, motions, and calls of the evil ſpirit, and had not 
afforded unto us power, through his light and grace, to 
diſcern, reſiſt, and avoid, or overcome him: But, ins 
bleſſed be his holy name, He bath laid help upon one that WW lui 
is mighty : He bath ſent his Son to bleſs us, by turning eve- 
ry one of us from the evil of our ways : The law of the Wi 
ſpirit of life, in Chriſt Feſus, hath made me free, ſaid the th 

ſtle, from the law of fin and death : Therefore let 
3 wingb many mom but-look to the Lord, he will 
ny, your ſtrength, and will cauſe your ſouls to 
eaven-ward, Being riſen with Chriſt, you will 
ſeek things that are above. 


But moſt people are very careleſs and ſtupid as to 


err it, 
poſſibly once in the ps. the preachers of their t 
ſeveral ſocieries, but they that — application 1 


R 
ſure is, and that dig deep till they find it: I have 
thought, if people minded heavenly things more, and 
> and gAILIES of this world lefs. thas 

of God, and have fel- 
lowſhip with it, as being near to them, even in them, 
as our Lord fad, and be would reign in their hearts, 


( 31 ) 


whoſe dominion and his kingdom will never have an 
end. | 


= Therefore be not as the beaſts that periſh, who mind 
only what they eat and drink, and have neither faith 
toward, nor knowledge of the divine giver ; But draw 
Wy: nigh to him, and be will draw nigh unto you ; ſeek bim 
WH obile be may be found: Thoſe who rejected his calls, and 
would have none of bis counſel, he laughed at their cala- 
mity, and mocked when their fears came on them, Prov. i. 
Whereas ſuch as turned at his reproofs, he poured out bis 
virit on them, and made known his ways unto them : In 
which (you may depend on it) is more true and laſt- 
ing pleafure, and ſoul- ſatisfaction, than can be in the 
hits of the fleſh, luſts of the eye, or pride of life: And 
however ſome may comfort themſelves in thoſe things, 
which are not of the Father, but of this world; yet will 
they find the end thereof more bitter than worm wood, and 
ſharp as a two edged fivord, | 


rain from heaven, and his works of creation teſtify of him 
this law in the heart bears witneſs againſt the 

greſſor thereof, and this witneſs, judge, and tribunal, 
he can never fly from ; but tribulation and anguiſh will 
be the lot of thoſe that do evil: How ought we then 
to demean ourſelves perpetually in the view of our 


judge 


as deeds ? This is the condemnation of the world, that 
light is come into the world, and men love darkneſs rather 
than light, becauſe their deeds are evil: And though this 
might have relation to that outward and bleſſed ap- 
pearance of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, yet it relates alſo to 


thoughts and intents of all hearts. 


God hath not left himſfwithour a witnes, be gives 


„and this great witneſs of our thoughts as well 


him as he is The hidden man in the beart ; the word of 
God, which is quick and powerful ; the diſcerner of the 


* 
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The conſideration of theſe things I leave to you, and 
deſire you may do it effectually, that the benefit may 
be yours; it will be a valuable treaſure to thoſe who lay 

hold on it, and happy will they be who retain it: I have 
an hope, through the never-failing mercy of God, to 
meet thoſe in the heavenly manſions, which our Lord 

prepares for thoſe who faithfully follow him. 3 


I might enlarge this my counſel, by entering into 
ſundry particulars, but am unwilling to be tedious, the 
rather, ſeeing not only ſome particulars are occaſion- 
ally ſcattered through this preſent writing, but in ſome 
other epiſtles already publiſhed, and which may be 
publiſhed in due time, I have endeavoured to incul- 
cate like advice: But I alſo know, that as you hearken 
to the inward divine monitor here recommended, you 
will learn to demean yourſelves with ſobriety, juſtice, i 
and godlineſs, and not ſpend your precious time wan- 
tonly, but, hating the garment ſpotted with the fleſh, will 
| abſtain alſo from exceſs of meats and drink, plays and 

games, and ſuch idle paſtimes of all ſorts, and from all 
tranſports of anger and wrath, from clamour and evil- 
ing; and, inſtead of worldly-minded, you will 
become ſpiritually- minded, and obtain life and peace 
for ever with the Lord. 


The Lord lay home the ſundry counſels and advices 
herein contained, upon all thoſe concerned, that they 
_ lay hold of eternal life, is my deſire and prayer 


In witneſ⸗ of this my good-will and teftimony foregoing, 'y 
bereunto ſet my hand, this 29th Day of the fir} 
Month, called March, 1708. 
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ADVICE 


FATHER to his DAUGHTERS. 


Dear CHILDREN, 


T is the undoubted duty of every Chriſtian to do all 
the good he can, whether in reſpect of his ſervice 
or worſhip of the great God, our continual benefactor, 
or in reſpect to his fellow creature: from theſe princi- 
ples many good counſels have been in ſundry ages 
given forth, which it would do well their ſucceſſors 
might carefully obſerve and follow ; and it is not with 
deſign to outdo what has been done, or to add any 
thing new or more excellent, that I ſet pen to paper: 
But in the firſt place to acknowledge the Almighty's 
goodneſs to me, during a courſe of pretty many years; 
and, ſecondly, to leave this advice to you, who may 
ſucceed me, that you may not only have the benefit 
of my living teſtimonies and counſel, but that you may 
have this to look upon and conſider of, when it ſhall 
pleaſe God to remove me from you; it may poſſibly 
tend to the ſtirring up your minds by way of remem- 
brance, and may be an entertainment to you, at ſome 
vacant or leifure hours, more profitable than that of 

vain books or romances. 
E You 


EN 


Lou are not to expect here any curious method in 
diſpoſing the following counſel, but, I hope you will 
read the godly concern of a tender parent, and ſome of 
thoſe things I have been deeply inſtructed by the ſpirit 
of the Lord, and have drawn from the courts of God's 
houte, and by abiding 1n his holy tabernacle. 
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In the firſt place therefore, I tenderly adviſe you, 
that in all caſes of God's worſhip, as well as in reſpect 
of your conduct amongſt the children of men, as alſo 
towards your own bodies, that you ſtrictly adhere unto 
that inward and heavenly teacher that God hath given 
to you, that wonderful counſellor that will never leave 
you, nor forſake you, if you do not forſake him; but 
though you may eat bread of adverſity, he will not be 
removed into a corner, but your eye of faith, your in- 
ward eye ſhall ſee him. Tis him of whom Moſes 
ſpoke, and Paul ſpoke, when they ſaid, This word is 
not far from thee, that thou ſhould'ft ſay, Who ſhall aſcend 
into heaven, or who ſhall deſcend or go beyond the ſea to 
bring it to thee ; it's nigh in thy heart, and in thy mouth, 
that thou may'ſt hear, ao it, and live: It's that grace that 
brings ſalvation, that, teaching to reſiſt ungodlineſs and 
luſts, ſhews how to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 
in this preſent evil world. 


eee wy . 


And indeed, were the ſons and daughters of men di- 
ligently attentive unto this divine oracle, or word of 
God; did they love its teſtimonies, delight in it's pre- 
cepts, long for it's judgments, as David in the xixth 
Pſalm, much of our labour might be ſaved of giving 
forth inſtructions for the conduct of your lives; for this 
would certainly lead you where your end would be 
everlaſtingly happy, and in your way towards it, you 
would be ſweetly fuſtained by the cordials of divine love, 
ycur bread would be ſure, and your waters never fail. 

But 
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But ſuch is the perverſeneſs of man's will, and fo 
many the temptations of the devil, who faid, Our name 
is legion, for wwe are many ; that the far greater part of 
mankind refuſe the invitations of the Lord, reſiſt his 
holy ſpirit, and kick at his reproofs ; the end of whom 
W you may read in the firſt of Proverbs, as alſo how he 
W pours out his ſpirit, and makes known his ways, to ſuch 
as turn at his reproots. 


It might take up abundance of time to lay open the 
various mazes and errors the world wander in, through 
this confederacy betwixt man's deceitful heart and our 
greateſt enemy, to the drawing them from under the 
law, the light and direction of God's ſpirit ; but to 
touch on ſome few, there are honours, riches, and plea- 
ſures of this world ; the wills of men are too apt to be 
captivated by, and fo very diligent are they in hearken- 
ing to the calls of theſe, that they have not room nor 
attention to hear the Lord, and his knocking at the 
doors of their hearts ; nay, their hearts are ſo taken up 
with the viſible enjoyments of this world, that they 
neglect the inviſible enjoyments of God's peace, and 
the reward promiſed, which 1s Life for evermore. 


I hope your own obſervation will give you to ſee, 
with what zeal, what fervency, what paſſion, theſe things 
are followed after ; how from it comes the great miſ- 
chiefs of wars and fightings, of ſtrife and contention, of 
uneaſineſs and diſcontent, with which the lives of poor 
people are racked, and whereby many end their days 
in deſpair ; whereas God's ways, rightly underſtood and 
lived in, are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all bis paths are 
peace. 


Now the way of wandering being called the broad 
way that leads to death, I hope you will be the better 
E 2 pleaſed 
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pleaſed with theſe few advices that tend to the keeping 
you in the narrow way that leads to life, in which there 
will be need of watchfulneſs, that you may not be pre- 
vailed upon by the violence of your adverſary, nor ſur- 


prized by his ſtratagems, nor catched by any falſe pe- 
riſhing delight, but may perſiſt ſtedfaſtiy in the ways of ñ̃ã 
godlineſs, and obtain the end of the righteous, which 


is peace with God for ever. 


To this purpoſe, avoid ambition and fleſhly emula- 3 
tion, never contend with any in glory ; you may ſee 
many examples of ſuch before you, ſome that may ap- 


pear gay and flouriſhing ; but could you but behold 


their inſide, how it is lacerated and torn by paſſion, 5 
what work envy and other vices make there, I am con- 
fident yuu would never deſire to be in the condition of 
fuch. It's a great happineſs co be ſatisfied in our own } 


ſtate, without grudging or repining at all at the advan- 
tages of others, and ſo robbing our ſouls of peace: 
There are many of thoſe who ſeem 
cannot obtain tius jewel of internal ; there are al- 
ways ſome above them, they have not the benefit of 
what they poſſeſs, but are ever hunting aſter more with 
an inſatiable appetite, wherein they meet many and 
great diſappointments, ſo that they paſs their days in 
anxiety, and often conclude them with ſorrow; whereas 
thoſe, who live contented with the providence of God, 
without envy, without ambition, and a train of diſcon- 
rents, obtain the bleſſing of the meek, and ſo come to 
inherit the earth. 


To this end, ſeek not great things to yourſelves, as 
was the prophet's advice to Baruch: Propoſe to your- 
ſelves a living low, and whatever God gives you in this 
world, be ſure to live within compaſs, not launching 
out into the luxury and gaudineſs * 

er 


: 
proſperous, yet | 
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ſoever their examples may be, not exceeding in the 

humour of dreſs and we mg in furniture and ſer- 
vants, and particularly in gratifying your bellies with 
rich and coſtly viands. How have I beheld ſome that 


have ſo done, until they have run out all, and more 
chan all, and made themſelves at laſt ridiculous, be- 
coming objects of ſhame and of pity ! nay, which is 


worſe, they have been thereby dlabled from paying 
their juſt debts, and in a little time I have beheld ſuch 
objects of ſeeming admiration, become the ſcorn of the 
multitude ; and thoſe who kept their fine horſes, dogs, 
ſervants, Sc. all high and pampered, ftript of all, and 
themſelves reduced fo low, that thoſe Tho formerly 
admired them, will ſcarcely ſee or meet with them, 
to be avoided : 2 
ing men have been undone by them, whoſe 


goods they have taken on credit, and now cannot pay 
* the ſame. | 


The more immediate examples you have had, VIZ, 
in your may be a means to induce you to an- 
other courſe of life, who delighted not to make a 
figure, but to owe no man any thing, to love one ano- 
ther, and to make their accounts even with all, and 
with all ſpeed ; to do juſtly and uprightly by all peo- 
ple, that they might hve quietly in this world, and go 
comfortably out of it at laſt : Theſe will, I hope, pre- 
vail on you to follow their ſteps, that you may never 
be involved in thoſe many miſeries that attend on the 
luxurious, the ambitious, and high-minded, the care- 
leſs, and ſpend-thrift, and thoſe who would be rich, yet 
take not laudable methods, and fo fall into many ſnares. 


I further recommend to you, to ſhun idleneſs, and 
to ſpend your time in ſome uſeful employment, which 
will contribute to your health, and render time _ 

| ous ; 


11 


dious ; idleneſs is the parent of many vices, the ground 
and bottom of ſome diſeaſes ; fils the mind with 
thoughtfulneſs, nouriſheth melancholy and vapours : 

How many laborious perſons ſcarcely know the aflaults 
of theſe diſeaſes, which eaſily overtake the idle: Others | 
they learn to be goſſippers, and more full of news than 
a Gazette, talking of their neighbours, to the ſtirring 
up of ſtrife and ; "oh till their converſation becomes 
a be Such company and aſſociates, I need not 
not much warn you againſt, not having obſerved your 
inclinations to — that way; but as you obſerve to 
keep yourſelves uſefully employed, ſuch vermin will 
be excluded from your habitations: Remember the 
commendation of Dorcas in the As, when the poor 
brought forth and ſhewed the coats ſhe had made for 


Yet would I not you ſhould do ought of that kind 
for oſtentation, but for charity; and mind, that where 
God gives much he requires much ; therefore, if the 
Lord cauſe your riches to increaſe, you muſt the more 
freely contribute to thoſe that are in want ; you may 
find honeſt, induſtrious objects ſufficient to beſtow your 
overplus on: For I would not have you give to main- 
tain pride, and intemperance, and lewdneſs ; yet if 
ſuch are under eminent neceſſity, they muſt likewiſe be 
helped : But your charitable hand * be extended 
to the members of Chriſt, and ſuch as, through age 
and ſickneſs, and violence of perſecutors, are diſabled 
from obtaining a comfortable livelihood. 


But if it ſhould ſo happen, that the Lord ſhould 
with-hold the bleſſing of plenty, which he hath hitherto 
given you, take care that you deſpond-not in your ſpi- 
rits; caſt your care on him, for he careth for you: 
Remember how Jacob was expoſed at Beth-el, -_ 

e 
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he had only the ſtones to lay his head on; he enjoyed 
then the glorious viſion, and the Lord's promiſe to 
care for him: It's poſſible riches might puff you up, 
and a low condition may better fuit with the health of 
your ſouls. It was a noted ſaying of the Zyric poet, 
Bene eſt cui Deus obtulit parca quod ſatis eft manu; which 
one thus Engliſheth : 


Happy is he to whom the bounty of heaven, 
Sufficient, with a ſparing hand hath given. 


God's peculiar people have not often had cauſe to 
boaſt of their temporal advantages, yet, I hope and 


rious living, you will never fall under great want ; but 
this caution I thought needful, that you may, (ſhould ir 
ſo happen) not loſe your courage, but in all dark and 
' diſmal ſeaſons may rely upon, and truſt in the power of 

che Almighty, who cauſes all things to work together 
for good, to thoſe that fear his name. 


In like manner, whatever affliction attends you, do 
not ſink under it, nor any way give up your confidence, 
but ſo much the more let your truſt in God be renew- 
ed; theſe may be termed of three ſorts, to ſay, ſome 
of God's ſending ; ſecondly, ſome of men's procuring; 
thirdly, ſome we bring upon ourſelves ; and theſe may 
be all improved to our benefit, if we make a right uſe 
of them: As, firſt, Thoſe of God's ſending, as are 
lome diſeaſes, and ſickneſſes, and loſs of children, &c. 
1 dbbey are ſeaſons of trial; and if we quietly ſubmit to 

his divine will, we come forth of them, as gold puri- 
hed in the fire, with our affections the more weaned 
from temporal and fading enjoyments : Theſe may be 
called God's jewels, and his people hereby wonder- 
tully prize him and adore his great love. 


Secondly, 


believe, as you avoid all exceſs and ambition, and luxu- - 
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- Secondly, Afflictions from men, as perſecutors, op- 
preſſors, and wicked and injurious neighbours, this | 
greatly aggravates their account, but, it renders the 
— more bright, while they thereby are driven 
nearer to the Lord, and take ſanctuary in him, who is 
their rock of defence; he ſweetly ſuſtains their fouls, 3 
and prepares them for that durable inheritanc e, where | 
the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where weary ſouls ar: 
at reſt. Thirdly, But the worſt ſort of troubles are 
thoſe people bring upon themſelves, by their own 
paſſions and carnal inclinations, by their vices and 
riotous living, Sc. and indeed, this is a hard caſe, yet 
in this diſmal eſtate, if any turn truly to God, he will 
be merciful to them, he will receive them with father- I 
ly love and kindneſs, as you may read in the parntte of | 


3 


But it will greatly tend to the happineſs of your 
lives, to mortify your inordinate deſires; here the real 
jewel of content is to be obtained, and no where elſe ; | 
and this jewel is valuable beyond expreſſion, for it will 
make you rich in all conditions, and S985 v8 you happy ; 
— all the noiſes and diſturbances of the — It 
was a worthy obſervation of Dr. Taylor, © No is 
« felicity, but when what is ke ts 1 and coderly de- 
« fired is obtained; for the having what we do not 
« deſire, or the defiring what we cannot have, or 
« the deſiring what we ſhould not, are the ſeveral 
cc conſiſtent parts of infelicity, and it can have 
«© no other conſtitution.” I may therefore well 
adviſe you to be watchful over your deſires, in order to 
a happy life: But Seneca has long ſince writ fo amply 
and excellently on that bottom, that I may be excuſed 
in my ſhortneſs, and refer you to him, to read and con- 
ſider, not for delight, or to paſs time away, but to trea- 
fure up and improve in all your converſation. a 

ut 
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But above, and beyond all other books, of which 
many are good, and writ with good intent, I deſire you 
may ſtudy the holy ſcriptures of the prophets and apoſ- 
tles, and particularly their accounts concerning our 
bleſſed Lord, his actions, example, precepts and coun- 
ſels, and that you may carefully conform your lives 
thereunto, and that you wouid daily ſtrictly examine 
yourſelves : Call to remembrance what you have been 
doing that day, and how you have ſpent your precious 
time, you will find a judge near that will approve or 
condemn whatever you have -done, and will pardon 
your miſdeeds on true repentance, and here you will 
grow capable more and more to diſcern your great 
enemy, and will find the greateſt to be thoſe of your 
own houſe in your own hearts. 
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Thoſe, Jaiab the prophet ſpoke of, knew their judge, 
and ſaid, The Lord is our judge, the Lord is our law- 
giver, and king, and ſaviour : And can you think this 
any other than a glorious priviledge, where God is 
judge, as he is in the conſcience? Iniquity cannot 
abide, and tranſgreſſion will fly before him; and thoſe 
come to the knowledge of him as a law-giver and a 
king, who governs them, and gives ſometimes peace 4s 
a river, and the enjoyment of his love as a flowing ſtream. 


As to your marrying, as I would not you ſhould 
neglect any ſuitable opportunity in that caſe, ſo neither 
would I have you haſty therein; it's a fure proverb, 
They that marry in haſte, repent at leiſure: Con- 
ſider the man and his manners, rather than his gay ap- 
parel, and beauiſh appearance ; many have tied them- 
ſelves to a fair face, and found it a foul bargain; ſuch 
oftentimes neglect their wives and children, and living 
high, become bankrupts ; with theſe, women ſell their 
quiet and peaceable living for a meer fancy: But if 

F providence 
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providence give you the offer of perſons ſober and 


ſuch, there is no doubt but you will ff 


delight. Take care alſo, when married, to ſtudy your 


may you have ſufficiently the command of his heart ; 


woman ; I will only tell you here his 


* of kindneſs. 


behaviour, but I hope ſhort hints will ſerve ; the rather | 
for that I did not fail at fit opportunities to recommend 


temperate, juſt and loving, prudent and careful, and 
above all religious, fear not to engage yourſelves with 

pend your time 
comfortably together, and become each other's joy and 


huſband's temper, never to upbraid or provoke him; 
to be careful of his concerns; prudent in your carriage 
to his relations; to love bim with an entire affection; 
and, forſaking all others, cleave only to him; then 


and if ſo, he will deny you nothing that is fit or con- 
venient : Read over Solomon's character of a virtuous 
ſtroke, 
She opens her mouth with wiſdom, OT LEI ; 


I might inſtance to you ſundry other points of moral 4 


thoſe things to you, while the Lord gave me ability ; 
and I would the remembrance of it may remain with 
you whilſt you abide in this world; and I know, that 
guide, I recommended to you at firſt, will lead you in 


theſe ways of lowlineſs and humility, and diligence, 


and ſelf-denial, fo as you may bring glory to God, and 
comfort to your own fouls. 


happy living, is to ſubmit your wills in all things to 


this leſſon, they generally paſs away their days in diſ- 
content and uneaſineſs, they do as it were make war 
againſt heaven, and are ſure to fall in the conteſt at laſt: 
There is however a great aptneſs in man to ſeek after 
the fulfilling ous will we would be rich, and 

healthy, 


But that which will contribute abundantly to your | 
the will of him that made you; ſuch as do not learn 4 
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healthy, and reputable, and ſtrong, when it pleaſes God 
ſometimes we ſhould be poor, and ſickly, and deſpiſed, 
and weak; and Oh! how hard is this to deny our- 
ſelves, and to follow the Lord through ſuch difficulties ! 
What repugnances are there in fleſh and blood ! What 
ſtrivings in man to have his own will! But ſuch as 
have learned this ſubmiſſion of will, will ſay, Since the 
Lord ſo orders it, I am content; I could be glad if God 
had made the paſſages of my life eaſier, but ſince it's other- 
wiſe, his will be done: It was part of that prayer our 
Lord taught his diſciples, Thy will be done : And this 
leſſon the apoſtle was far advanced in, when he had 
learned, In what condition ſoever, be was therewith con- 
tent. And I can tell you ſomewhat of my own 
rience 1n this caſe ; for although I have not been cal- 
led to poverty or diſgrace, yet have been much attend- 
ed with violent pains and weakneſs, and death of chil- 
dren, and am now reduced to great diſability of body ; 
yet, in all my ſufferings, this hath been my comfort, 
that it was God's will; which I was bound quietly to 
ſubmit unto: This has rendered my condition eaſy, 
and my pains tolerable, and my foul comfortable, a- 
midſt the great torments I have undergone. It was a 
notable ſaying of Epiftetus, tho a Heathen, © Lead me, 
O God! whereſoever thou pleaſeſt, and I will fol- 
« low thee; which ſhould I refuſe to do, I ſhould be 
« wicked, and yet muſt notwithſtanding follow thee.” 
This true ſubmiſſion of will to God, will be a cer- 
tain and undoubted cure for all the evils that befal us, 
and, if rightly applied, will turn our loſſes into gains, 
our ſorrows to ſpiritual rejoicings, and our ſickneſſes to 
the health e 2.1 
everlaſting rejoicings in the preſence 
Lamb, and his holy angels, world without end. Y 
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And indeed, none but thoſe that thus reſign their 
wills, can perform the end for which God created them, 
that is 70 elorif God and enjoy bim: We ſhall otherwiſe 
be apt to think that God deals hardly with us; that 
he diſtributes his bleſſings and mercies not acco 
to deſert; that he forſakes the juſt and pious, and 
cauſes his face to ſhine upon the whe; all which 1s 
not only a charging God fooliſhly, but fallly : Shall not 
the judge of all the earth do right ! ſaid one formerly, 
from whom all the meaſures of equity and juſtice proceed : 
But this. happens by man's over-prizing thoſe things he 
calls temporal bleſſings, and reckoning that where 
thoſe things abound, there the Lord ſhews mercy : 
Alas! thoſe are greatly miſtaken: Haſt never read, I 
bave ſeen riches given to the owners thereof for their hurt, 
&c. but the great bleſſings, God Almighty diſpoſes to 
the children x” men, are a good conſcience, honeſt 
thoughts, and an heart diſpoſed to follow (not its own 
luſts, but) the Lord alone, in the way of regeneration. 


Therefore, dear children, let it be your daily exer- 
ciſe, in a profound humility, to wait upon him, to 
worſhip 2 until he calls you to converſe with 
him: Remember how he called on the Fews, Iſai. i. 
- To waſh and make clean, to ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do 
well, then come let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord: 
This inward converſe with God's ſpirit, is the moſt va- 
. luable treaſure, (tho! infinitely neglected) that's beſtow- 
ed upon the children of men; fear not to entertain it, 
be net driven from it, under pretence of enthuſiaſm, or 
2 _ elſe ; for though indeed all the world are but 
hoppers before him, yet he humbles himſelf to 
help his humble people; He binds up their broken hearts, 
and beals all their wounds : And thoſe who worſhip him 

thus, worſhip in ſpirit and truth ; and ſo acceptably, and 
God bleſſes them with his renewed goodneſs, and mani- 
fon of his preſence, to the comfort of their ſouls. 


or 
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We have many times large ſtories told us of God's 
omnipreſence, of his being preſent at all times and all 
places, and that there is nothing hid from him, yet at 
the ſame breath almoſt; theſe people will tell us, as if 
chere were nothing of God in our hearts and conſcien- 
ces, that it's only whim and folly ; but miſerable com- 
Wforters are all fuch : That that which is God's throne, 
Wand dominion, and particular government, ſhould be 
Wvoid of that preſence which they allow every where 

ſe: No marvel, that thoſe — 4 their way become 
ain in their knowledge, and their fooliſb hearts are dark- 
W-n:d: I could bring abundance of ſcripture- authority 
or this doctrine, but my deſign of brevity will not ad- 
Wnit of many; yet you may conſider that of the Romans, 
Wc. Say not in thy beart, Who ſhall aſcend to bring Chriſt 
un? Nor who. ſhall deſcend to bring him up? The word 
Ws nigh thee, in thy beart, &c. 


= This word will continually inſtruct you, as you duly 

give heed to it, I ſay duly heed it, becaule it's undenia- 
ble, that ſome perſons have followed their own fooliſh 
Weonceits, and whimſical fancies, and fo have run into 
great folly, and ſome into looſeneſs and carnality ; and 
it's moſtly ſuch as have once in ſome meaſure known 
God, but not honoured him as God, nor were thankful, that 
have been thus darkned ; therefore take care you are 
not drawn away by any ſuch error, but remember, that | 
God's ſpirit was, and ever will be, a ſpirit of holineſs; - | 
therefore, whatever exerciſes or illuminations he ſends | 
J or bring into your ſouls, you will always find they tend 
to make you holy, that you may advance and grow in 
godlineſs, in the fear and love of God, and thoſe you may 
boldly receive and adhere unto ; this will not only ren- 
der your lives happy here, but bring you to the enjoy= - 
ment of an ever bleſſed eternity, where all tears will be 
wiped from your eyes, and as you glorify God in this 
world, ſo you will enjoy him for ever. 
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And as you thus do, I ſhall not make the leaſt doubt 
but that your guide will be near to you, your feacher 
will not be removed into à corner, but your eye of faith 
will behold him, and he will purge out the old leaven of 
and wickedueſs, and you will be renewed in your 
minds to bleſs and praiſe his name, which is the great 
work for which he formed us; This people baſt thou 
formed far thyſelf, they ſhall ſbew forth thy praiſe. 


But ſome may be apt to ſay, Here is good moral 
doctrine, but nothing relating to faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt : I muſt indeed acknowledge, that wth. 
out faith it's impoſſible to pleaſe Cad: But ſome men, 
whether drawn to it by heat of diſpute, or of their 
own critical diſpoſition, have made fri tems of faith, and 
tied people to them under the of damnation, 
that can ſcarcely be underſtood by any one in thei 
ſenſes ; ſuch ſyſtems are wrongfully called Articles f 
Paith; it is another ſort than that of the apoſtle, / 
thou confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and believe in 
thy beart that God raiſed bim from the dead, thou ſhalt be 
_ 2 ple, and fitted to vulgar 
; and thoſe who come to this living 
— they will naturally prize the appearance of oui 
bleſſed Lord, value his holy example and precepts, and 
look upon him as the heavenly mediator, by and thro 
whom all the bleſſings of God are — 
to the children of men; thoſe adore him as the 
tive Chriſtians did, they look upon kim as the fakos- | 
tion of mankind ; 4 light to lighten the Gentiles, and tht 
glory of God's Iſrael. They ſhew forth, as James ſaid, 
EE Ow wth and not by vain ja and 
diſputing ; and as they believe the holy res to be 
given forch by divine inſpiration, fo thoſe caſt their 

and ſpirits on the mercies of God, through Jeſus 
Choi cur Lard, who lk hd, Adels 7 aw wil 3ot 
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o the end of the world : And thoſe, who thus know him 
rich them, cannot but love him, honour him, and be- 
eve in him, who is God over all, bleſſed for ever. 


The prophet Micah, in anſwer to that notable queſ- 
ion, How ſhall I preſent myſelf before the great God? 
Bays, 1t's not thouſands of rams, nor rivers of oil, to 
rhich might be added, nor a bead filled with notions, 
hat God accepts, but to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk 
bumbly with God: And to this end have been all the 
Foregoing counſels and advices, though branched out 
to many particulars: But leſt you ſhould forget them, 
may here recapitulate and bring thoſe inſtructions in- 
o yet leſs compals, that they may more eaſily reſt 
don your memory; and the Lord give you ſtrength 
and deſire to put them in practice, that fo your lives 
ay be happy, and you may finiſh your courſe with 
joy, and arrive at the ever-bleſſed habitation of the 
quit, to praiſe God for ever and ever. 


& Firſt, Then I adviſe you to keep your eye ſtedfaſt to 

hat witneſs God has placed in you, that you may not 
be drawn from it by the honours, riches, and pleaſures 
of this world. 


2. To avoid carefully all ambition and emulation. 


— 


3. Not to ſeek things to a but to be 
"ES in all caſes of ce. oy 
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4. To ſhun idleneſs, and ſpend your time in ſome 
uſeful employment. 


5. To ſhew mercy according as God ſhall enable 
you. 


= 


6. Not 
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6. Not to deſpond under croſſes and loſſes, but 
j! truſt in God. | 3 
1 7. To mortify your paſſions and inordinate affec. 
tions, as what will tend to a happy life. 
i 18 8. Call yourſelves daily to an account how you 
| | ſpend time. | | 
} 9. In your marriage, prize the man and his ma- 
1 ners, before figure and appearance. 
þ 10. Study reſignation, and ſubmitting your wills to 


God's will. 

11. The end of our creation is to glorify God, and 
enjoy him. 

12. A diſtinction berwixt that faith which conſiſt: 
in notion, and that which purifies the ſoul. 


You will, as you read this over conſiderately, find 
fundry other things that could not be ſo well drawn in- 
to order; as carefully to ſhun and fly from the ſerpen- 
tine ſting of pleaſures, to keep yourſelves pure, with 
ſundry quotations of authors, which I have ies notice 
of, and been well pleaſed with; but above all you are 
referred to that word of God, which is quick and poter- 
ful, ſharper than a two-edged fword, piercing, to the di- 
viding aſunder betwixt joints and marrow, ſoul and fpirit ; * 
2 rs the diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of it 

art, &c. | J 


And my prayer for you is, That God may open il, 
eye of your underſtandings, that you may behold him, an, 
bebolding, may love him with all your hearts, may honour © 
and worſhip him, and in all humility may bow before bin, 
and at laſt come to the enjoyment of his bleſſing, even life for 
evermore. 
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